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You know the experience: you are out with a friend and are heading for a

destination they claim to know well. Up you come from the subway or 

off the bus and your friend says “it’s this way” and off you go. And then 

come the doubts “well I thought it was this way, but things look 

different; I don’t remember those restaurants.” “Maybe it’s moved”.  

Thank God, these days out comes the i-phone and google maps and the 

problem is solved. But thinking you know the way and then not being so

sure can be a real problem.  Sometimes for light relief I watch episodes 

of “Keeping up Appearances”: I have to admit to watching them 

countless times. But Hyacinth cracks me up every time with her constant

directions she gives the hapless Richard when they are out driving 

especially in the countryside where she is looking for property or some 

historic site, directions which are always wrong (not that she ever admits

that).



Today we just prayed “Grant us so perfectly to know thy Son Jesus 

Christ to be the way, the truth and the life, that we may steadfastly 

follow his steps in the way that leadeth to eternal life.”

That prayer is based on the passage in John 14: 1-6, one of the set 

readings for a funeral service. It begins: “Do not let your hearts be 

troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there 

are many dwelling places.”  And Jesus goes on to say: “and you know 

the way to the place where I am going.”  To which Thomas replies (and 

you can feel his sense of exasperation): “Lord, we do not know where 

you are going. How can we know the way?” To which Jesus replies: “I 

am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me.”  This is in fact the seventh and last of John’s “I am”

sayings. Last Sunday we had “I am the good shepherd.”  What is this 

way of which Jesus speaks?  According to the Acts of the Apostles the 

Christians were first known as the people of the Way. 

The readings for today in fact illustrate all three aspects of the “I am” 

saying: the Way, the Truth and the Life. The reading from Acts about the 



Baptism of the Ethiopian Eunuch is well known to us and is illustrated in

one of the baptismal windows in the Transept. Why are those windows 

there? Well the fact is that the first baptistery in this church was in the 

little apsidal chapel where Ralph Adams Cramm’s statue of the Madonna

and Child now stands. It was there from the 1850s through to 1928.  So 

the windows either side illustrate the baptism of Jesus by John in the 

Jordan and the baptism of the Ethiopian Eunuch about which we heard 

earlier.  Take a careful look at those windows on your way to coffee 

hour. They are dedicated to the memory of George and Elizabeth Wilson,

who were African American parishioners in the 19th century and who 

acted as “doorkeepers” in the church for many years. I suspect they are 

the first windows in New York City given in memory of African 

American parishioners. They stand testament to the policy of inclusion 

which has been so important to this parish from its inception.

If the passage about the Ethiopian eunuch reminds you of another 

passage of scripture you are correct. It is similar in its construction to the

well known and loved resurrection story of the Walk to Emmaus in Luke



24.  In the Acts passage we find a foreign dignitary on his way home 

from a visit to Jerusalem to worship. Being a eunuch(that is a castrated 

male common in royal courts in those days) he would have been 

prevented from entering the Temple precincts. But he is journeying and 

reading the scriptures as he journeyed. In the Spirit Philip the Deacon 

joins him and begins to expound the scriptures to him as Jesus did to the 

two disciples on the way to Emmaus. As they journeyed the eunuch 

seeing water said: “What is to prevent me being baptized?” And Philip 

baptized him there and then after which the eunuch continued on his 

journey as it were in the Way. For what Philip had expounded to him 

from scripture was the “good news about Jesus.” That is to say he spoke 

of the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus, and that through Jesus 

we are saved from our sins and find the path or the way to eternal life.  

The Ethiopian eunuch was baptized: symbolically he died with Christ in 

the water of baptism and was raised from those waters to new life. That 

what we have all experienced in baptism; that is why we renew our 

baptismal vows and covenant at every baptism; and it is what young 



Greyson will experience this morning. By baptism we enter into the 

mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus who is the Way to God.

But Jesus also said he was the Truth. This truth is none other than the 

Truth about God. And this is no better illustrated than in those 

fundamental words in the First Letter of John read as our second lesson: 

“for God is love.” “In this is love, not that we loved God but that he 

loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.” John 

says in his Gospel: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 

begotten son, so that all who believe in him may not perish but may have

eternal life.”  This love which God has for us and which we glimpse in 

the death and resurrection of Jesus is the foundation of our faith and of 

our Christian life.  Even when we are at our lowest or at our most 

confused, to know that we are ultimately loved by God keeps us 

centered and sane.  And it models for us what life in God is all about. So 

says John: “Beloved since God loved us so much, we also ought to love 

one another.” This is the Truth which informs all truth.  That is what we 



believe; that is where we stand. Anything that compromises that insight 

compromises the truth we have in Jesus Christ. 

I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.   What is this Life about which

Jesus speaks? In today’s gospel reading we heard another of Jesus’ “I 

am” sayings: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.”   

Many of us are familiar with vines and the cycles of the vineyard. But 

what is of paramount importance to the life of the vine and its 

fruitfulness is the annual pruning.  After pruning the vineyard does not 

look a pretty sight with row upon row of bare vines severely cut back.  

But unless this is done the vine will not give forth the abundant crop of 

grapes each year.  In historic vineyards the vines can be over a hundred 

years’ old. But with careful tending and annual pruning they go on 

giving life to the vine.  Jesus speaks of each of us being branches of the 

vine feeding on Jesus himself who is the vine, the trunk and the roots, 

the source of life and energy and growth. He is the Life force for the 

whole vine, the Church of which we are all branches through baptism. In

a few moments we will be sacramentally grafting Greyson into this vine 



which is Jesus, who is the source of Life. And what is this life? John 

uses various phrases to describe it. One is “eternal life”; another is 

“abundant life” or “life in all its fullness.” It is that quality of life which 

lasts into eternity; that embraces all aspects of our being; that fulfills all 

our human potential; that is life grounded in God’s love, mercy and 

forgiveness. 

As contemporary Christians it is all too easy to become apologetic and 

defensive around the particularity of our faith. But we ought not to be 

fearful. For we are baptized into Jesus and we feed upon Jesus in the 

eucharist Sunday by Sunday. This Jesus, Crucified and Risen, is the Way

and the Truth and the Life. Amen


